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the hands of the State Socialists,    In Germany, Marx's
katred  of  the   State   as  a  bourgeois  institution was
forgotten and the * reformists * of the Bernstein school
moved towards an economic as opposed to a militarist
Prassianism.    In Great Britain, Socialism began to be
divorced from the idealistic communism of Morris and
to be limited to * nationalization of the means of pro-
duction, distribution, and exchange *.    This involved a
tremendous centralization of power, and it was ulti-
mately realized that such Collectivism, though tempered
with some amount of municipal devolution, might really
bring with it the coming slavery against which Herbert
Spencer had vehemently protested.    The efforts of the
Fabians to permeate the bureaucracy with collectivist
ideals resulted rather in the permeation of Fabianism
by bureaucratic ideals, and their demand for administra-
tion by experts was never enthusiastically echoed by
working-class Socialists, who clung to their belief that
good government is no alternative to self-government.
In   France  the   Syndicalists  threw  down  a  vigorous
challenge to State sovereignty : in England the theorists
of National Guilds drew many converts from the former
theorists of State action and began to absorb the younger
generation of Socialists.    The inevitable centralization
of power brought about by the -war only served to
reinforce the new ideas.    Leviathan in action was found
to be slow,   cumbrous,  and wasteful,  and was
deserted l^its fornier lovers.    Hie ideal of one
authority, omni^tent, omnipotent, and omnicompetent,
faded^ rapidly away in the light of a bitter experience.
The wTieel Jlad turned full circle ;  the reaction against
individualism, in itself natural and healthy, had gone
too far.    The Greek philosophy, which was adaptable
to the tiny unit of the isolated city-state, where the
State and society did largely coincide, was utterly out